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Appalink is published twice a year.  We welcome 
submissions, announcements,  and/or news.  
Subjects may include upcoming conferences, 
lectures, meetings, fellowships, award nominations, 
or other events of interest to the members of the ASA.  
Submissions should be sent by e-mail to 
Mary Thomas at  asa@marshall.edu.  Space is limited, 
and all submissions are subject to editing.  Paid 
advertisements will be considered for inclusion.  
Contact the managing editor for rates.  Deadline 
for Fall 2013 edition is December 1, 2013.      
Eryn Roles, Editor
Mary Thomas, Managing Editor 
Appalachian Studies Association
One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755
                              

























































        Linda Spatig, President
























































































“Communities in Action, Landscapes in Change” 
Featured 2013 Conference 
Keynote Address by Bill Ferris
 
“The Changing Landscape 
of Regional Studies: 
Appalachia and the 
American South”
Based on his experience as 
Chairman of the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
from 1997-2001, Professor Ferris will reflect on how the 
NEH has supported Appalachian studies and regional 
studies in general. He will also discuss the relationship 
of Appalachia to the American South and the 
importance of its literature and music.
4 APPALINK








































Philis Alvic & Carol Baugh, Co-Chairs, 
















































Please read carefully. The ASA Membership will 
vote on these changes during the ASA Conference 








Change (3) Secretary/Appalink Editor);	To:	(3) 
Secretary
2)	ARTICLE	IX,	Section	1, b.	APPOINTED	OFFICERS:	
Add: (12) Appalink Editor.  
3)	ARTICLE	IX,	Section	3,	a.		[TERMS	FOR]	ELECTED	
OFFICERS:	Change:	(3) Secretary/Appalink Editor —










Rules of Order.	Remove:	The Secretary shall be responsible 
for the publication of Appalink.
6)	Add under:	ARTICLE	X:	Section 19. Appalink 











(8) At-Large Student Steering-Committee Member (Two).
8)	Add under:	ARTICLE	IX,	Section	3,	a.		[TERMS	FOR]	
ELECTED	OFFICERS:	(8) At-Large Student Steering-
Committee Member (two)—Two years.
9)	Add under:	ARTICLE	X,	Section	20:		At-Large Student 
Steering-Committee Member. See Article XI, Section 1, b.
10)	Add	under:	ARTICLE	XI,	Section	1:	b. Election of at-
large student steering-committee members. At-large student 
members shall serve for two (2) years, with one new member 
being elected each year. At-large student members shall be 
elected by written ballot as described in Article IX, Section 
4. In addition to the responsibilities listed in this section 
(Article XI, Section 1), at-large student members will work 
closely with and support the duties of the President (and 
Past-President).    
11)	Change:	ARTICLE	XI:	Section 1, b. to Section 1, c.
ANNOUNCEMENTS






















Call For abstraCts (book ProjeCt):
appalachia revisited: Cross-Disciplinary 








































Register By March 1, 2013 











Vice President/President Elect (2013-2014); President 
(2014-2015); Conference Chair (2015-2016):	









appeared	in	Victorian Poetry, Women’s Studies, North Carolina 
Literary Review, The Journal of Appalachian Studies, Journal of 
Kentucky Studies, Essays in Literature, Women and Language,	
and	other	journals	and	critical	collections	including	
Untying the Tongue: Gender, Power and the Word, Scribners’	
American Writers	and	World Writers in English	collections,	
and	Feminism in Literature. She	is	managing	editor of 
Anthology of Appalachian Writers, a	yearly	volume	featuring	
current	and	heritage	Appalachian	poets	and	fiction	
writers;	and	she	is	directing	an	NEH	Summer	Seminar	for	
Teachers,	Voices from the Misty Mountains,	July	7-27,	2013.
Vice Program Chair/Program Chair Elect (2013-2014); 
Chair (2014-2015 Tennessee): 














2014 Program Committee Nominees (West Virginia 
conference):
     David Trowbridge, Ph.D. is	an	associate	professor	of	
history	and	Director	of	African	and	African	American	
continued on page 7
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Studies	at	Marshall	University.	He	is	the	author	of	A 
History of the United States	and	a	forthcoming	book	entitled	





including	the	Journal of African American History.	



















     Art Stringer, M.F.A	is	a	Professor	of	English	at	
Marshall	University	where	he	has	taught	writing	and	
literature	for	24	years.	He	has	edited	a	2009	edition	of	





Nation, Antaeus, The Ohio Review, Denver Quarterly, Prairie 
Schooner, Shenandoah, Poetry Northwest, and	in	Backcountry: 
Contemporary Writing in West Virginia.	
At-large Steering Committee Nominees, 
2013 – 2016













     Jeffery B. Cook	is	a	professor	of	history	at	North	
Greenville	University.	He	is	the	author	of	numerous	
articles	on	twentieth-century	American	politics.	He	has	
authored	three	books	including	Harry S. Truman: 
Continuity and Change	(New	York:	Nova	Science	Publishers,	
2012),	the	Dictionary of Literary Biography: American World 
War II Correspondents	(Detroit:	Gale	Cengage,	2011),	and	
American History: A Survey	(Charlestown:	American	Public	
University	Press,	2012).	He	is	presently	working	on	a	
fourth	book	Aretas Brooks Fleming: Building a Kingdom of 
Coal	which	is	scheduled	for	publication	in	2013	by	West	
Virginia	University	Press.




































     Amelia Kirby	is	an	activist,	cultural	worker	and	small	
business	owner.	She	is	the	development	director	at	the	
Appalachian	Citizens’	Law	Center,	a	non-profit	law	firm	
Continued from page 6



















































































and	A Handbook to Appalachia,	and	was	a	founding	
member	of	Just	Connections,	an	organization	dedicated	
to	service-learning	and	social	justice	in	the	region.


























•	 Appalachian Travels: The Diary of Olive Campbell 
edited by Elizabeth McCutchen Williams
•	 Appalachian Health and Well-Being edited by 
Robert L. Ludke and Phillip J. Obermiller
•	 Blue Ridge Commons: Environmental Activism 
and Forest History in Western North Carolina by 
Kathryn Newfont
•	 Dead Ringers compiled and edited by Wess Harris 
•	 A Few Honest Words: The Kentucky Roots of 
Popular Music by Jason Howard
•	 Helen Matthews Lewis: Living Social Justice in 
Appalachia by Helen Matthews Lewis, edited by 
Patricia D. Beaver and Judith Jennings 
•	 Mountains on the Market: Industry, the 
Environment, and the South by Randal L. Hall
•	 The Poco Field: An American Story of Place by 
Talmage A. Stanley
•	 The Spirit of the Appalachian Trail:  Community, 
Environment, and Belief on a Long-Distance Hiking 
Path by Susan Power Bratton
•	 Standing Our Ground: Women, Environmental 
Justice, and the Fight to End Mountaintop Removal 
by Joyce M. Barry
•	 Transforming Places: Lessons from Appalachia 
edited by Stephen L. Fisher and Barbara Ellen 
Smith
•	 The Water-Powered Mills of Floyd County, 
Virginia: Illustrated Histories, 1770-2010 by Ricky 
L. Cox and Franklin F. Webb
Fiction
Novels:
•	 A Killing in the Hills by Julia Keller
•	 A Land More Kind than Home by Wiley Cash
•	 Auraria by Tim Westover
•	 Breakdown at Clear River by Eliot Parker
•	 The Cove by Ron Rash
•	 The Dark Corner by Mark Powell
•	 The Evening Hour by Carter Sickels
•	 Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver
•	 Glorybound by Jessie Van Eerden
•	 Heading Out to Wonderful by Robert Goolrick
•	 The Homegoing: A Novel by Michael Olin-Hitt
•	 The Midwife of Hope River by Patricia Harman
•	 Pickering’s Mountain by Joseph G. Anthony
•	 The Scummers by Lee Maynard
•	 Shrapnel by Marie Manilla
•	 Sons of Mercy and Justice: A Transylvania Story by 
G. Keith Parker and Leslie Parker Borhaug 
Story Collections:
•	 The Hills Remember: The Complete Short Stories 
of James Still edited by Ted Olson
•	 Out Across the Nowhere by Amy Willoughby-Burle
•	 Stormy Weather & Other Stories by Lisa Alther
•	 Stray Decorum: Stories by George Singleton
Volunteer with ASA!
The ASA needs you! Why? Because the ASA depends on volunteers 
who donate their time and effort to run the organization, publish the JAS, 
and plan the annual conference. Check out our ASA Volunteer form to see 
how you can help! www.appalachianstudies.org.
WEATHERFORD AWARD NOMINEES 2012
Poetry:
•	 Appalachian Elegy: Poetry and Place by bell hooks
•	 Blacksnake at the Family Reunion by David Huddle
•	 Cold Spring Rising by John Thomas York
•	 During the Recent Extinctions: New and Selected Poems 1984-2012 by Richard Hague 
•	 Green-Silver and Silent: Poems by Marc Harshman
•	 Revelations by Ted Olson
•	 She Let Herself Go by George Ella Lyon
•	 She Who is Like a Mare: Poems of Mary Breckinridge and the Frontier Nursing Service by Karen 
Kotrba
•	 Twofold Consciousness: Poetry and Essays on Mysticism by Victor M. Depta.
 New Appalachia:             
Known Realities and Imagined 
Possibilities   
MARCH 28-30, 2014                                      
Marshall University                                
Huntington, West Virginia 
     Have you thought of coming to an 
Appalachian Studies Conference but didn't 
because you can't play a fiddle? Never really 
thought of yourself as an "Appalachianophyle" 
because quilting just wasn't your thing? 
Appalachian Studies Conferences are rich, 
interdisciplinary events that explore and honor 
traditions of Appalachia while at the same time 
making unblinking appraisals of all that is 
present-day Appalachia.  
     As always, the 2014 conference will have 
something for everyone with an interest in the 
region, including artists, musicians, activists, and 
academicians. The time has never been better 
to experience this energizing annual event. Plan 
to join us in conversation about the past, 
present, and future of our region and our 
organization. Who knows? You might even pick 
up a dulcimer.  
     Located in Huntington, West Virginia, 
Marshall University is conveniently located off I-
64 on the Ohio River just 11 miles from 
Kentucky and 45 miles from Yeager airport in 
Charleston. Marshall University has hosted the 
Appalachian Studies Association for 12 years 
and serves students throughout the tri-state 
region (WV, KY, OH) in Central Appalachia. 
Incorporated in 1871 as a railroad nexus 
between the east coast and the Midwest, 
Huntington serves as a port of entry to the 
mountains of West Virginia. Visitors can stay in 
Huntington’s downtown, vibrant with local 
businesses and artisans, just minutes from 
campus either by foot or a free bus ride. Full 
information on accommodations will be available 










ASA Ballot 2013 
 
Vice President/President Elect (2013-2014, VP; 2014-2015, President; 2015-2016, 
Conference Chair)  
(vote for one) 
__________ Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt 
__________ Write in candidate: ____________________ 
 
2015 Conference (Tennessee) Vice Program Chair/Program Chair Elect 
(vote for one) 
__________ Amy Collins 
__________ Write in candidate: ____________________ 
 
Elected At-Large Members of the Steering Committee, 2013-2016 
(vote for two) 
__________ Monica Garcia Brooks 
__________ Jeffery B. Cook 
__________ Joy Gritton 
__________ Jill LeRoy-Frazier 
__________ Kelli Johnson 
__________ Amelia Kirby 
__________ Carrie Nobel Kline 
__________ Ron Roach 
__________ Randy Sanders 
__________ Jimmy Smith 
__________ Betsy Taylor 
__________ Deborah J. Thompson 
__________ Althea Webb 
__________ Barry Whittemore 
__________ Write in candidate: ____________________ 
 
2014 Program Committee Members 
(vote for four) 
__________ David Trowbridge 
__________ Maureen Mullinax 
__________ Heather Stark 
__________ Art Stringer 
__________ Write in candidate: ____________________ 
 
 
BALLOTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY MARCH 14 (ADRESS BELOW) OR AT THE 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION DESK BY FRIDAY, MARCH 22, 2013, 4:30 PM. 
 
Please mail or fax completed ballot to: 
 
Mary Kay Thomas, Executive Director 
Appalachian Studies Association 
One John Marshall Drive 

















March 22 – 24, 2013
Appalachian State University
Boone, North Carolina
“Communities in Action, Landscapes in Change”
Katherine Ledford










March 28 – 30, 2014
Marshall University
Huntington, West Virginia
“New Appalachia: Known Realities 
and Imagined Possibilities”
Linda Spatig
President
spatig@marshall.edu
Marianna Footo-Linz
Program Chair
linz@marshall.edu
Mary Jo Graham
Local Arrangements Chair
graham@marshall.edu
